In this column, Michael Dinitz discusses the matroid secretary problem. This problem has received a lot of attention recently, with among others six SODA papers in the last seven years. Despite much progress, it is still open whether constant competitive algorithms exist for many classes of matroids. Many thanks to Michael for his clear exposition of the problem and discussion of results and open questions! I would like to invite more contributions to this column, be it surveys, conference reports, or technical articles related to online algorithms and competitive analysis. If you are considering becoming a guest writer, don't hesitate to mail me at vanstee@mpi-inf.mpg.de.
